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Statement on Strengthening the Drinking Water Standard for Arsenic

January 17, 2001

When we turn on our taps, Americans expect
the water that comes out to be clean and safe.
Access to clean, safe water is fundamental to
our quality of life. That is why my administration
has made providing clean, safe tap water to all
communities a top priority. As a result, since
1993, the number of Americans receiving tap
water that meets tough Federal health standards
has increased by 23 million.

Today I am pleased that this administration
is taking further action to improve the quality
of our drinking water by strengthening the
drinking water standard for arsenic. This new
drinking water standard will provide additional
public health protections for 13 million Ameri-
cans, including protections from cancer, cardio-
vascular disease, and other health problems.

My administration has worked hard to ensure

that Americans enjoy the safest drinking water
in the world. T proposed and, in 1996, signed

amendments to significantly strengthen the Safe
Drinking Water Act. In implementing this new
law, my administration has already provided
added protections for consumers from dan-
gerous, disease-causing microbes such as
Cryptosporidium, preventing as many as 460,000
cases of illness a year. We have ensured that
Americans have the information they need to
make important public health decisions for
themselves and their families by requiring that
55,000 water systems provide new annual re-
ports to their customers on the quality of their
drinking water. And recognizing that good water
quality comes at a cost, we have established
the first-ever fund for drinking water system
improvements, providing States with $3.6 billion,
to date, in low interest loans for treatment sys-
tem construction and upgrades.

Together with the new action we are taking
today, these steps will ensure that our families
continue to enjoy safe, clean drinking water.

Statement on Child Support Enforcement Efforts

January 17, 2001

Today the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) released new data show-
ing that our administration’s tough child support
enforcement efforts have been effective and are
paying off for our children. Child support collec-
tions broke new records in 2000, collecting $18
billion, an increase of $10 billion since 1992.
The new data today also shows that in 2000
alone, nearly 700,000 delinquent noncustodial
parents were matched to more than one million
financial records and that through withholding
tax refunds, a record $1.4 billion in overdue
child support was collected, twice the amount
collected when I took office.

Our administration’s commitment to work
with States to efficiently and effectively hold
noncustodial parents accountable for their child
support obligations has demonstrated significant
improvement over the last 8 years. Today, par-
ents who owe child support have their wages
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garnished, their Federal loans and passports de-
nied, their bank accounts seized, and their tax
refunds withheld. Last year alone, nearly 3.5
million delinquent noncustodial parents were lo-
cated through the National Directory of New
Hires posting.

In addition, Welfare to Work grants have
helped States, tribes, and communities nation-
wide have created programs that help low in-
come, noncustodial fathers get and keep jobs
that will allow them to pay child support and
provide their children emotional support. Con-
gress just enacted my proposal to extend these
grants for an additional 2 years.

Despite these tremendous gains, there is still
more to do. In my FY 2001 budget, I proposed
the fathers work/families win initiative to help
low income fathers and families work and sup-
port their children, along with needed reforms
to the child support system. I urge the next
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